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she catches you between two finger-nails, she'll squeeze the
guts out of you."

Lucius and Fulvia were growing more careless, and Gaius
surprised them once in a side-room. He darted across and
held Lucius from rising, snatched up Fulvia's hair and rubbed
it over her face, then darted out of the room again. Lucius
caught him later and told him that he'd have to stop his
games.

"You stop yours first.33

"Don't interfere.   You can't understand.   I love her.3*

"Tell Marcus then.   He'd be only too glad to divorce her."

"If you tell him I'll kill you, Gaius.   I won't have it."

"Very well then. You take her out of the way while I make
a call on young Glodia."

Against his will Lucius was bullied into helping Gaius.
Gaius browbeat Bhebeo, who, feeling herself a lost creature
whatever happened, gave up hope and sat in a corner with
her apron thrown over her head while Gaius laughed and
played with Clodia.

Lucius was now the wretched one. He knew that Fulvia
would never forgive him if she found out. Once he mentioned
Quintus Gicero to her.

"I won't have him in the house," she said, curtly, "though
he'd done nothing when we caught him. Do you think I
didn't look at him closely? We were in time. Otherwise
he wouldn't have got off so easily."

Land was her only interest nowadays. She wanted to buy
and buy. Land, earth, that was something solid, a compen-
sation. She wanted to buy Rome, Italy, the world. Earth,
black and red soil breeding and rich with growth, bearing
trees and corn, mother-earth, was the only possession. She
kept the title deeds in an iron-bound box under the bed.

In his fear Lucius grew more heedless. He was rude with
Antonius, making no pretence to act as an adviser, but
bluntly telling him what to do. Antonius, however, now
needed no urging. Ever since he had stood up publicly for
Caesar's deity and attacked Gicero, he gloried in his revolu-
tionary speeches. He boasted whenever possible that he was
the fulfiller of the work that Gatilina had begun. Gicero,
who had destroyed Gatilina, was at last to meet an incom-